Page 4
DFR

Improvemants to s ion

exchanga plant that forms part of
1 e aruekolocinn = -
DrOcass ane on Cowrss for
compistion in February Subject
to raquiaioy approvals, the
mpevements wil aliow acive
commigsinng of tha plamt o
TE5UTE,

A large, remosheoperated tool
for the removal of beeder rom
imxle the raacior was mowed
guccassiully o place

PFR

The sadh boad of iems weted
witl sodium-potasium Bguid
metal was clasnssd using waer
VEDOW niTogen inside
sodium mentony disposal plant

A bockage & ransier ine held
up {ha ampiying of the sodium
tank fam.

Cleaning of fiqusd me&l from
companents 8 Janstslown was
compietad. The facility wes

FUEL CYCLE AREA

Decontamination starsd of the

giags column mmoved rom the
rumEy TR CEulERo g T
garted o ramove s groundtioor
=action of e gloebio.

Concrete remaval confinued in
e amber amaof Hewanum
recivery oiant, wilh Sol plinifs

MW FEATAINING.

The north side conirol panals on
fhe firgt floor of e resaarch
raacior fusl reprocessing plan
were shipped out, Removal of
debinis from the pond condinuad.

Clear-out of cell na 1-8was
compleied in the [200
lshoraiory.

Sire mduction sEned using
plasma cutimg of fieintemals in
e south Sile el of fe post
mradistion examinzfon Bty

The contents of the eighih dum
al resder matanal from OFR
were deciad,

Mechanical instaliathon sared on
e D08 veniiation
replacemant
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SHAFT

Paperyor ranaraiions

confinued for water sampls of
v e e meenr -
chemisiry changes in e shaft
water tan be detected at daph.
A “drawdown fest” 5 plammed
undersiand s hydraulic
conditions in the thatt,

Mock-up work at Janetsiown of
fha remieval processing fine
confnued af Janstsiown, with
midificaton of fie conial

syafam,

WASTE MANAGEMENT

Aworkshop was held aspat ot a
review of 2l wasies at Dourraay,
leading fo e preparation of &
conzulation document for fiose
wastes whams reglistic options
wira idanifiad.

HEALTH, SAFETY &
ENVIRONMENT

A mirgr hand confaminafion case

wias dealt with succassiully by fe

ocoupational health department,

Workers decommissioning e

fnaussad on cardias nis factors,
amoking nessation, aloohol, disd,
SwanCiEs, 5TeEE and chokstenl,
foa
i} s involvedina
benchmarking sxercisawilh ofer
MDA gtes in Soofland, covering
dl aspect of environment
managemant systems and
communication wih SEPA.

GENERAL

Staphen White, chaiman of
[ERL, was awarded anOBEin
e Cueens New Yaar Honours,

Sy managers atended fhe
quartery mesting of Dounrsay
Stakeholder Group on Decamiber
10 o disrii=ss decommissioning
ogress

The Mucke ar Decommissioning
Aoy announoed on
Decamber B its competiion
fmatable for D5RL. The
sumassil bidder is dus o be
annauncad in lae 2010,

Sirang winds caused mingr
damage D propeny around
Decamber 19, The highest
recorded speed was S5mph,
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Site clean-up performance report for

December 2008

A decommissioning team is pioneering
the use of remotely-operated plasma-arc
industrial cutting tools in a controlled area

at Dounreay.

The process is being used in the post irradiation
examination facility in Dounreay's fuel cycle
ared.

The facility contains two large cells, wherne items were
brought for examination after being irradiated in the
reactors. The cells contain heavy duty steel benches 22
metres ong and 2 metres wide which must be cut up before
they can be disposed of as intermedizte level waste.

The toal is operated by workers using the in-cell mani pulstor
aMTS.

DSRAL project manager Gordon Tait is imprassed by the
performance of the plasma-arc cutters,

"We had been using grinders 10 take the benches apan, bt
it was very siow going,” he explained. "50 we tried plasma
instead. We had to upgrade the ventilation because if
produces gases, but it has made a real difference.

"During inactive trials of the plasma-arc cutters, we found it
could slice through the thick steel plates much faster than
conventional cutting tools.”

The clean up of the celis is due to be completed by 2010.

E months until shutdown

B UKAEA ~uwes company
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