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DOUNREAY STAKEHOLDER GROUP 
ADMIN AND PROCEDURES SUB GROUP 
 

DSG/APSG(2009)M002 
 

Minutes of the DSG Admin and Procedures sub group meeting held on 22nd May at 
1330 hours in Dounreay.com, Thurso. 
 
Present: Bob Earnshaw  Thurso Community Council 
  Alastair MacDonald DSG Chair 
  John Green  Caithness Partnership 
 
Apologies: John Deighan  Dounreay Unions 
 
In addition: June Love  DSG Secretary (DSRL) 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. WELCOME 
Bob Earnshaw welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He thanked John Green for his 
attendance at short notice and noted that John would represent Caithness 
Partnership in the interim until the recently vacated post was filled.  Bob also noted 
that there was a vacancy for Scrabster Harbour Trust after the departure of Sandy 
Mackie to the NDA.  The new Chief Executive for Scrabster Harbour Trust had been 
appointed and expected to take up post later this year. 
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
 
3. ACTIONS ARISING 
M001/A008:  Secretary to ensure with site management that the representative for 
the Caithness Young Farmers could continue with her role on DSG.  Action 
complete.  The Secretary confirmed she had spoken to the representatives’ line 
management who had agreed her involvement could continue with DSG. 
 
4. UPDATE ON DSG BUDGET 
The secretary confirmed that the report on DSG’s finances had been sent to the 
Finance Department at Dounreay for auditing.  Although still waiting written 
confirmation a verbal response did not flag up any issues. 
 
5. TERMS OF REFERENCE 
The Terms of Reference had now been revised following amendments suggested at 
the AGM.  The ToRs were endorsed by members at the AGM (with amendments 
made). 
 
The NDA guidance for SSGs had been finalised and it was noted that there was 
nothing in the guidance that would impact on the DSG’s ToRs. 
 
6. MEMBERSHIP ISSUES 
The Secretary noted that she had updated the ‘remit and sub group membership” 
(DSG(2009)C037 refers).  It was noted there was a small number of vacancies and 
these would need to be followed up. 
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There was a discussion on whether the community benefits working group should 
continue.  It was agreed that until a body had been established for the community 
benefit package set up in relation to the low level waste facility the working group 
would continue.  It would then continue on an ad hoc basis to identify other 
opportunities for community benefit which might not be specifically related to the 
Dounreay site. 
 
It was also noted that the representative of the National Farmers Union may have 
recently changed but there had been no notification.  The secretary was asked to 
seek clarification. 
 
Action:  DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A001:  Secretary to seek clarification on 
representation of the National Farmers Union. 
 
Bob Earnshaw asked that a letter be sent out to all members enclosing the 
DSG(2009)C037 and also the dates of all DSG and sub group meetings. 
 
Action:  DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A002:  Secretary to write letter to all DSG 
members enclosed DSG(2009)C037 and the dates of all forthcoming DSG and 
sub group meetings. 
 
7. ATTENDANCE 
The attendance report was noted with attendance being good in all recent meetings. 
 
8. DIARY OF EVENTS (Rolling programme) 
DSG(2009)C009  was noted.  This would be re-issued to all members along with 
letter on sub group remit and membership. 
 
9. MARCH DSG MEETING 
A draft agenda was tabled for discussion.  It was agreed that a separate agenda item 
to update all members on the NDA competition process would be useful.  In addition 
it was noted that there was a slot for Highland Council Emergency Arrangement and 
Vulcan to provide an update. 
 
Members agreed that, following clarification of the Vulcan agenda item, the agenda 
should be issued to all members. 
 
Action:  DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A003:  Secretary to contact Nigel Canty to 
ensure that he was available to provide an update on the future of Vulcan 
(addressing list of questions outlined in DSG(2009)C021. 
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
• DSG(2009)C038 refers.  A letter had been received from DSRL inviting a 

representative from the DSG to sit on the DSRL/Local Community Liaison Group 
identified as a condition of the planning application for the low level waste facility.  
Following discussion Vice-chair Bob Earnshaw agreed to be DSG’s 
representative pending confirmation from members that they were content with 
this.  It was also noted that a deputy would need to be identified. 
 

Action:  DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A004:  Secretary to write to all DSG members 
with reference to representation on the DSRL/Local Community Liaison Group. 
 
• Scottish Government Higher Activity Radioactive Waste Policy Workshop – 

24th June.   An invitation had been received for DSG representation at this 
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workshop.  Members expressed disappointment that the workshop had been 
scheduled on the same date as the DSG meeting which had been set at the 
beginning of 2009.  The secretary was asked to write back to Scottish 
Government expressing disappointment and asking if there was a possibility of 
re-arranging the date of the workshop.  In parallel the admin and procedures sub 
group would consider attendance at this workshop by a member. 

 
Action:  DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A005:  Secretary to write to Scottish 
Government expressing DSG’s disappointment of date of workshop. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed. 
 
 
 
Bob Earnshaw 
Admin and Procedures sub group chairman 
25th May 2009  
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ACTIONS ARISING FROM THIS MEETING 
 
 
DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A001:  Secretary to seek clarification on representation of 
the National Farmers Union. 
 
DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A002:  Secretary to write letter to all DSG members 
enclosing DSG(2009)C037 and the dates of all forthcoming DSG and sub group 
meetings. 
 
DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A004:  Secretary to write to all DSG members with reference 
to representation on the DSRL/Local Community Liaison Group. 
 
 
ACTIONS ONGOING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
M014/A011:  Secretary to progress the etching of the winning design on a plaque for 
display in Caithness Horizons.  Action ongoing – waiting costing for simplifying the 
drawing, etching and materials required. 
 
ACTIONS COMPLETED SINCE MARCH 2008 MEETING 
 
DSG(2009)M001/A008: Secretary to ensure with site management that the 
representative for the Caithness Young Farmers could continue with her role.  Action 
ongoing – request sent on 8th May 2009. 
 
DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A003:  Secretary to contact Nigel Canty to ensure that he 
was available to provide an update on the future of Vulcan (addressing list of 
questions outlined in DSG(2009)C021.  Action complete – email sent to N Canty on 
25th May 2009. 
 
DSG/APSG(2009)M002/A005:  Secretary to write to Scottish Government expressing 
DSG’s disappointment of date of workshop.  Action complete – email sent to Scottish 
Government on 25th May. 
 


