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Statement from IWM TOG Southern & Central Storage workshop 26/01/2012

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) is currently looking at options for
managing its Higher Activity Waste (HAW) in line with Scottish Government Policy.1
As part of that work, the NDA is funding an investigative study to identify and
consider storage options that could be used to deal with HAW arising in central and
southern Scotland.2  The credible options being developed for this study will not
consider the HAW arising from Dounreay, Vulcan, reactor final site clearance or
MOD (including submarine dismantling).

As part of the strategic study into HAW Storage Solutions for Central and Southern
Scotland, a varied group of stakeholders met on the 26th January to initiate early
discussion on storage options for HAW. The aim was to gather initial opinion,
generate discussion and capture feedback on a number of potential credible options
for HAW storage solutions in central and southern Scotland.

Attendees at the facilitated workshop included the Scottish Government, NDA, Site
Stakeholder Group Chairs, Scottish Councils Committee on Radioactive Substances
(SCCORS) and waste producers. The workshop was observed by regulators; ONR
and SEPA.

After considering the likely waste volumes that will require management, a number of
options were discussed and opinions captured.  Copies of the presentations and the
workshop report will be shared with attendees and observers in due course.

The group acknowledged the sensitivities involved and its obligation to deal with the
HAW generated in Scotland. It was also recognised that there is an obligation to
manage the wastes in a manner that protects people and the environment, now and
in the future, and in ways that comply with Scottish Government policy and provide
value for money.

The workshop generated valuable discussion among stakeholders and the next step
is to define the credible options, which will be complete before the end of March. If
the decision is to continue with the study then the next stage will focus on option
evaluation, continued stakeholder engagement and selecting the preferred strategic
option. Any proposal for managing the waste will be in line with the Scottish
Government’s HAW Policy and subject to robust regulatory requirements.

1 Details of Scottish Policy can be found on the Scottish Government website:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/20114928/0.
2 The strategic study is considering Intermediate Level Waste only. There is no High Level
Waste located in Scotland.


