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Via June Love

5 February 2013
Direct line
01847 803043
Dear Bob

PROPOSED NEW FIRING RANGE

Further to earlier communication regarding our plans to construct a new firing range at
Dounreay. You are aware we held a community meeting in Reay Hall on 17 January. There
were strong views that the chosen site was the wrong location, that the facility should be built
oh site and as close to the coast as possible.

DSRL listened to this feedback and postponed the submission of the planning application
until a review of the ten considered locations had been undertaken. | attach a paper that
looks at these [ocations and explains the reasoning behind DSRL'’s preferred location. We
have now concluded the review and our preferred option remains the Vulcan road end. We
are now proceeding to submit the planning application to Highland Council.

DSRL will continue to keep you updated as this project progresses. However, should you
require any further information or wish to discuss any aspect of the project in more detail
then please contact Marie Mackay on telephone number 01847 803043.

Yours sincerely

ﬂ%/%/

Alastair Macdonald
Change Director, Dounreay

A Babcock Dounreay Partnership company operated under contract to the NDA Registered Office: Dounreay Site Restoration Limited
D2003, Dounreay, Thurso, Caithness KW14 712, Scotland
Company Registration No, SC307493







Y Dounreay

New Firing Range
Site Selection

on 17™ January 2013 a community meeting was held in Reay Hall to engage with the
community on Dounreay’s plans for a new firing range to be built near the A836 and
Vulcan site road junction. This is off the nuclear licensed site on NDA owned tenanted

land,

There was a strong view by some residents of Upper Dounreay and Buldoo that the
chosen site was.the wrong location, that the facility should be on site and as close to the
coast as possible.

Given this feedback DSRL undertook a review of the ten locations considered, This
paper looks at these locations and explains the reasoning behind DSRL's preferred

location.

The image below indicates the ten locations considered.

Locations 1, 2, 3/3a, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10 were rejected for various reasons, eg land
availability and cost, appendix A gives further detail on the reasons for this. The two
remaining options were;

+ Option 8 - the preferred location, at the Vulcan road end
« Optlon 3b - to the east of the FCA at the north end of the site




Option 8

This location is off-site near the A836 and Vulcan site road junction. The cost to build at
this location is £2.4M on straight forward ground conditions (soil strip and build). This
area is poorer agricultural land. Following the noise survey and taking into consideration
the close proximity of residential properties, World Health Authority noise standards can
be met at this location,

Option 3b

This location is on the north east corner of the existing site, a slightly smaller site and
will not allow the optimum orientation for the training required. There are services
crossing this site and a drainage outfall would require to be diverted. Some
contamination is aiso present which would need to be dealt with prior to construction.
The cost to build at this location is £2.9M. Following the noise survey, noise would have
the potential effect on Buldoo residents and it is difficult to achieve the Worid Health
Authority noise standards.

Noise Issues

The World Health Authority guidance states that the sound pressure outdoors should not
exceed 50dB, however because the noise levels are low in this vicinity the maximum
acceptable level has been reduced at four considered receptors.

Location Max Acceptable Worst case gun
(dB) (dB)
i Closest Farm 47.1 45.4
2 Isauld 42.7 35.9
3 Upper Dounreay 41.5 40.0
4 Buldoo 59.9 41.0

The noise modelling is conservative, assumes wind is always from the range to the
receptor and has been done in consultation with the environmental staff at the Highland
Council.

Of all the on-site locations Option 3 would clearly be the best for noise but the impact on
Buldoo would be greater, while it would be less on Upper Dounreay.

No noise modelling has been done for the on-site options, The noise model does not
have the detail of the Dounreay buiidings and topography so it would prove difficult to
model accurately.

Conclusion
Taking all factors into consideration Option 8 continues to be DSRL’s preferred option,
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