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Diary Dates 

 DECC publishes oxide fuels consultation   July 

 Uranics credible options published    End of July 

 Plutonium strategic direction published   Summer  

 Bradwell ILW store opens     August 

 Official opening of Dalton Cumbrian Facility   September  

 National Stakeholder Event     21-22 October 

Summary 

 Annual report published 

 Cumbrian construction centre opens 

 Engagement plan now available 

 Sizewell reaches defuelling milestone 

 ILW and FED consultation closes 

 Regulators report on RWMD work 

 Sellafield box project 

 Views sought on GDF site selection 

 NDA statement on Government’s response to Sellafield report 

 ILW storage options in central and southern Scotland 

 Magnox and RSRL competition bidders meet stakeholders 

 Date announced for Supply Chain Event 2013  
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Annual Report and Accounts published 

Crucial milestones were achieved in the clean-up of the UK's nuclear legacy last year, 

the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) revealed in its annual report and 

accounts. John Clarke, NDA Chief Executive, who has completed his first full year in 

charge, said:  "Sellafield remains our top priority. It is the world's most complex nuclear 

site with unprecedented challenges." 

Weblink: ARAC 2012-2013 

Construction skills centre opens 

The official opening has taken place of a new £7 million centre that will equip hundreds 

of young people in West Cumbria with the latest construction skills. Development of the 

Britain's Energy Coast (BEC) Construction Skills Centre at Lakes College, Lillyhall, 

involved a wide variety of organisations and companies including Nuclear Management 

Partners, the NDA and Lakes College. The facility provides teaching spaces and 

workshops for up to 600 students on courses ranging from electrical installation, 

plumbing, brickwork, carpentry, joinery, painting and decorating to more advanced skills 

in high-specification welding, fabrication and renewable energy technologies.  

Weblink: West Cumbria construction skills centre 

  Engagement plan for next year 

The NDA has updated plans giving details of the opportunities for stakeholders to 

express views on strategic issues. Stakeholders can comment on credible and preferred 

options papers or have input via statutory consultations. The plans also include details of 

meetings and events, such as the National Stakeholder Event or issue-specific 

workshops and seminars.  

Weblink: Information on engagement plans 

Sizewell half-way to defuelling milestone 

More than half of the 52,945 fuel elements have now been removed from Sizewell A's 

twin reactors, with complete defuelling expected by September 2014. Dr Brian Burnett, 

NDA Head of Programmes, said: "This is an important milestone on the site's journey 

towards Care and Maintenance and a vital step in reducing hazard on the site."  

Weblink: Sizewell reaches half-way point 

Consultation closes on ILW and FED options  

The consultation period has now closed for stakeholders to express views on 

development options for Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) storage and Fuel Element 

Debris (FED) treatment. Two NDA Strategy Papers have recently been published. One 

looks at the number and location of ILW storage facilities on Magnox sites and existing 

http://www.nda.gov.uk/documents/upload/Annual-Report-and-Accounts-2012-2013.pdf
http://www.nda.gov.uk/news/construction-skills-cumbria.cfm
http://www.nda.gov.uk/stakeholders/engagement-plan.cfm
http://www.nda.gov.uk/news/sizewell-defuelling-50-per-cent.cfm
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EDF Energy sites in England and Wales. The second focuses on FED treatment 

(dissolution) facilities on Magnox sites. Each paper outlines a small number of credible 

options in line with the NDA's 2011 Strategy, which states that centralised and multi-site 

approaches should be considered where it may be advantageous. Stakeholder 

comments will now be considered alongside further engagement with stakeholders and 

additional work being undertaken by the NDA to identify a preferred option.  

Weblink: ILW options and FED options 

Regulators report on the scrutiny of RWMD’s work  

Two regulators have published the latest summary of their ongoing scrutiny of the NDA's 

Radioactive Waste Management Directorate (RWMD), covering April 2010 to March 

2012. The Office for Nuclear Regulation and the Environment Agency both scrutinise 

and advise on RWMD’s work relating to the implementation of geological disposal, 

including the provision of advice on packaging higher activity waste for disposal. 

Weblink: EA scrutiny of geological disposal 

Sellafield box project 

A huge procurement programme has been launched for thousands of high-integrity 

stainless steel boxes to house radioactive waste at Sellafield. Sellafield Ltd has released 

a pre-qualification questionnaire, a major step in the process to find two manufacturers 

for an initial quantity of 2,200 three-metre cubed boxes to store waste from the historic 

ponds and silos at the Cumbrian nuclear site. The Government is encouraging local 

suppliers to bid for the contract, which has the potential to span decades, in the hope the 

work can be kept in the UK and contribute to local economic growth.   

Weblink: Box procurement project 

Views sought on selecting site for geological disposal  

The Government has issued a "Call for Evidence" to gather views on the Managing 

Radioactive Waste Safely site selection process, particularly from those who have been 

involved (or been interested observers) to date. The responses will inform a consultation 

planned for autumn. Government policy on long-term management of the UK's higher 

activity radioactive waste is geological disposal, with the approach to site selection 

based on voluntarism and partnership while the NDA is responsible for implementation.  

Weblink: Share your views with the Government  

NDA statement on Government response to Sellafield report  

The Government has responded to the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee 

report on managing risk at Sellafield, agreeing with the Committee's six main 

recommendations and setting clear targets for the NDA to enable their achievement.  

John Clarke, NDA Chief Executive Officer, said: "We have worked closely with the 

http://www.nda.gov.uk/news/ilw-storage-options-england-wales.cfm
http://www.nda.gov.uk/news/fed-treatment-options.cfm
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/103464.aspx
http://www.nda.gov.uk/news/box-project.cfm
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/managing-radioactive-waste-safely-call-for-evidence-on-the-siting-process-for-a-geological-disposal-facility
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National Audit Office and engaged openly with the Public Accounts Committee to 

recognise and agree key issues that need to be progressed."  

Weblink: Response to PAC recommendations 

  Preferred option for ILW in central and southern Scotland 

The NDA has now completed its study of options for the storage of Intermediate Level 

Waste in central and southern Scotland, concluding that there would be benefits in 

storing Hunterston B waste at Hunterston A’s store. This is in line with NDA’s Strategy 

which states that centralised and multi-site approaches should be considered. The 

preferred option for other sites in the region is to remain with the current approach of 

building an interim storage facility at each site.  Stakeholders were involved in the 

consultation exercise and their views were taken into account during the process.  

Weblink: Preferred option on ILW storage in central and southern Scotland 

Stakeholders and bidders meet 

A series of meetings around the UK have enabled local stakeholders to meet members 

of the bidding teams who are taking part in the £7 billion competition for ownership of the 

Magnox and RSRL SLCs. Four events were held in Scotland, Wales and England, 

where representatives from site stakeholder groups and local government shared their 

views on socio-economics and other issues with the four consortia. The NDA is currently 

engaged in the information-gathering dialogue phase of the procurement, while site visits 

have also been taking place. The preferred bidder will be announced next year.  

Weblink: Magnox and RSRL Parent Body Organisation competition 

Supply chain event returns for 2013  

The NDA estate's showcase Supply Chain Event has moved to a bigger venue that will 

be able to host even more visitors and exhibitors. Last year's event in Bolton, 

Lancashire, attracted more than 700 delegates from across the country, including 

existing supply chain members and those who were new to nuclear decommissioning. 

For 2013, the venue will be EventCity in Manchester, on 13 November, which is able to 

accommodate up to 1,000 people including 200 exhibitors. Launched three years ago, 

the annual event is organised jointly by the NDA and its SLCs. 

Weblink: Bigger venue for supply chain event  

 

http://www.nda.gov.uk/news/response-pac-recommendations.cfm
http://www.nda.gov.uk/documents/upload/Intermediate-Level-Waste-Storage-Solutions-Central-and-Southern-Scotland-Preferred-Option-April-2013.pdf
http://www.nda.gov.uk/contracts/competition/magnox-rsrl.cfm
http://www.decommsupplyevent.co.uk/

