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Notes of Interest from CORWM visit to Caithness
1* & 2nd July 2014
David Broughton’s Personal View

Public Meeting

Scottish Government Interactions
CoRWM has had little interaction with Scottish Government (SG) apart from the Higher
Activity Waste Implementation Strategy (HAWIS) Project Board
The Chair of CORWM asked for a meeting with a SG minister but this has not as yet been
taken up
CoRWM has expressed concern to SG on the problem of Higher Activity Radioactive Waste
(HAW) that is not suitable for near surface/ near site disposal
CoRWM expressed some questioning of what the advantage of HAWIS is
Massive public antagonism to transport of radioactive waste compromises the proximity
principle
NDA is to decide with operators about disparate or combined near surface disposal or
storage sites

Issues on Geological Disposal
What is depth for near surface? What is depth for a geological disposal facility (GDF)?
The priority for CORWM is the making of the Safety Case and its association with the
radioactivity and materials proposed to be disposed
CoRWM’s view is that the GDF is firmly disposal with no intention to retrieve and it is waste
that is disposed. Retrievability is therefore not an issue and sealing up the facility at the
optimum time is the correct way forward

There are people though, generally not technical people, who think the waste should be
available for re-use

Progress on process for pursuing a GDF

A new UK Government White Paper on proposal for a restarted process is due in the
autumn 2014

The failure in Cumbria to progress was a real setback
Complications have been added to the original scope as SG policy changed, new build
nuclear power was added and now the SG referendum

Implementation of GDF
- The new company formed, Radioactive Waste Management Ltd. (RWM) formed from
Radioactive Waste Management Directorate of the NDA, is at the early stages of
restructuring to address the current status of the GDF process and CORWM is keeping a
watching brief on the developments
CoRWM’s views on the change over and the company will be in CORWM'’s annual report

CoRWM Plenary

CoRWM'’s view of GDF investigations and process
To reduce the burden of the GDF the following items need to be addressed: research on
advanced fuel reprocessing, actinides reduction, waste volume reduction, arisings from
advanced reactors

Understanding uncertainty needs development
How to convey high technology to non-technical audience
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Development needed for advanced 3D modelling for geology

RWM to look at mud rocks as well as hard rocks

Emphasis needs to focus more on the “safety case” which should include security

The regulatory framework needs to be robust and the public needs to have confidence that
the host community will be supported by the regulators through generations

CoRWM'’s Annual Report
On website w/c 8/7/14

CoRWM members’ updates
- Various members reported on the special interest groups they had attended recently, mainly
of a research basis
CoRWM expressed some concern that these various committees and industry groups were
uncoordinated and were straying into areas and subjects not directly their concern
CoRWM appeared to be concerned that SG’s HAWIS was weak and added little value, and
there was uncertainty about the retention of papers and reports

Dounreay Visit
Very informative visit, open and frank
Concern over the reliability and longevity of DCP: will it be suitable for all waste streams,
what is risk of DCP failing, CORWM will ask about why D3900 was not progressed
CoRWM questioned rationale applied to different waste streams e.g. shielded
packages/unshielded stores or unshielded packages/shielded stores
The Shaft is seen as a public problem with political drivers
CoRWM needs to decide how it is going to take forward the issue of Dounreay’s HAW that is
not suitable for near surface disposal
CoRWM picked up signs of tension on the PBO set up and where the drivers and decision
making lay and on what interests
CoRWM will take a particular interest in Interim Storage next year

Public Meeting
Useful, well ordered, polite and civilised (evidently the opposite of CORWM'’s public meeting
in Cumbrial)
As usual would have like larger audience
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