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Dear David

VERTICAL LAUNCH FACILITY

Thank you for your letter dated 11 October about the article in the Press and Journal in October that
reported activity by the Western Isles Council around a vertical facility.

As you are aware the Caithness and Sutherland team is investigating the potential for a vertical
launch facility in North Sutherland. As part of our investigation we are aware that the Western Isles
is also investigating the possibility for their area. Given that no site has yet been selected by the
industry as the preferred launch site we are clear that it is entirely appropriate that investigations
are taking place in different locations.

I can let you know that our investigations continue with regards to the industry interest and
requirement for a preferred site for a vertical launch facility. These investigations cover both the site
in Sutherland and support for the investigations by the Western Isles Council. Ultimately it is the
industry that will decide what is preferred and their appetite to develop such a site. HIE will continue
to work closely with the industry to understand both their needs and the benefits that this might
bring to the Highlands and Islands.

HIE takes seriously its efforts at delivering both economic and community development in Caithness
and North Sutherland. We appreciate the support in these investigations from our partners in the
CNSRP and also from other parts of HIE. We believe that the industry is fully aware of the benefits
that the North of Scotland offers with regards to potential launch facility and we will continue to
work with them in a coordinated manner to ensure that we can bring benefits to bear in the
Highlands and Islands.

Once we have further progress on this I would be happy to meet with you and bring you up to date.

Yours sincerely

oc.A.7c:

R Kirk

cc: Charlotte Wright
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